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I have had the opportunity to designate and
protect more wilderness across the country
than almost any other member of Congress. I
believe strongly in wilderness designation
when it is compatible, when the lands fit the
criteria according to the definitions of the 1964
Act and wilderness the highest and best use
of the public lands. The bill I am introducing
today reflects my belief that wilderness des-
ignation is the best way to protect the Pilot
Range and I hope my colleagues will support
me in that effort.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and recognize a fine organization that
has shaped and molded young men since
1926, the Olmsted Falls Boy Scout Troop 201,
on their 75th Anniversary.

Boy Scout Troop 201 has a long and distin-
guished history of molding young men in
Olmsted Falls into productive individuals in our
society. The troop chartered in 1926 and con-
sisted of 12 scouts that met regularly and at-
tended summer camps together. Over the
years the troop grew and flourished, gaining
respect both in the International Scouting As-
sociation and the local Cleveland community.

As years turned into decades, Troop 201
began graduating Eagle Scouts, scouting’s
highest honor. Less than 2 percent of all
Scouters attain this highest honor. Not only
are scouts required to fulfill a minimum leader-
ship requirement to attain the coveted Eagle
Scout, but every young man must plan, de-
velop, and implement an extensive community
service project. Over the years Troop 201 has
dedicated a great deal of time and energy to
serving in the community, and scouters have
selflessly given of their time and effort. The
rank of Eagle is an achievement that requires
years of dedication to self-improvement, hard
work, and the community. Since 1926, Troops
201 has seen over 70 Eagle Scouts.

Olmsted Falls Troop 201 has always stood
tall for the causes of righteousness and equity
in our society. The original purpose of the Boy
Scouts of America, chartered by Congress in
1916, is to provide an educational program for
boys and young adults, to build character, to
train in the responsibilities of participating citi-
zenship, and to develop personal fitness. The
International Scouting Association strives to in-
still values to develop leadership in young
men, and teach them the benefits of a strong
character. Scouts are taught to follow and up-
hold the 12 pillars of the Scout Law in their
daily life and treat all people with respect and
dignity. At the start of every meeting, scouts
hold high their right hand and recite the scout
oath, a pledge to remain physically strong,
mentally awake, and morally straight. These
three guiding principles instill strong values in
young leaders and teach them of respect, dig-
nity, and equality for all.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
celebrating Boy Scout Troop 201 on their 75th
Anniversary. This special Diamond Anniver-
sary marks a milestone in this troop’s distin-

guished career and celebrates the countless
young men affected by this organization.
Troop 201 has continually strived to develop
young leaders in the Olmsted Falls commu-
nity, and has earned the respect and admira-
tion of the entire Olmsted Falls community.

f

HONORING JESSICA L. WRIGHT
UPON PROMOTION TO GENERAL

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2001

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, a wise person
once said, ‘‘All glory comes from daring to
begin.’’ This is certainly true of the person I
rise today to honor. Jessica Wright is a con-
stituent from my district who has just recently
achieved the rank of Brigadier General.

This is an honor and a first. For you see,
the newly appointed general is the first woman
to achieve this rank in the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard. This achievement is the result of
twenty-six years of dedication and duty.

General Wright has been a pioneer of sorts.
Throughout her career in the National Guard
she was daring enough to be the first to blaze
trails where there were none. She was the first
female aviator in the Army National Guard
when she completed the officer’s rotary wing
aviator course at Fort Rucker in Alabama.

General Wright was also the first female to
become a combat commander in the rank of
colonel in the Army. She achieved this pres-
tigious honor when she was took command of
the 28th Infantry Division stationed at Fort
Indiantown Gap in Lebanon County, Pennsyl-
vania.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House,
General Wright has served her country with
distinction. I ask that you join me in honoring
this fine soldier for her service to the United
States and the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on June 1st, at
the annual awards ceremony of the St. Albans
School, 17 year old James Fisher was recog-
nized and honored for his innovative project to
feed the homeless of Washington, D.C. I am
pleased to share his story, with the hopes that
his example might inspire other teenagers
throughout the nation.

Homelessness is one of America’s most
complicated and important social issues. In an
effort to combat this complex problem, Con-
gress continues to appropriate funds each
year to the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless
Act which provides funds to the Department of
Housing and Urban Development to admin-
ister programs which assist homeless children
and adults. In addition, there are also count-
less acts of compassion each day among pri-
vate citizens in their communities to help stem
hopelessness and hunger among our home-
less population. James Fisher’s is but one

story among thousands in which Americans
across the nation are working to help the
homeless.

After noticing that the breakfast period at a
neighborhood McDonald’s was the slowest pe-
riod of the day for sales one morning, James
Fisher approached the owner, Mrs. Neva Van
Valkenburg, with an idea. Mr. Fisher proposed
arranging for students at St. Albans School
and its sister school, the National Cathedral
School, to have breakfast at the McDonald’s
every day for one week. In return for this in-
creased business, Mr. Fisher asked for 15% of
each morning’s sales, in the form of a food
credit, to be set aside for low-income and
homeless children. This credit would then be
used to purchase meals provided by Martha’s
Table in the District of Columbia. Mrs. Van
Valkenburg agreed with James’ idea and the
program became a stellar success. James
Fisher’s arrangement with Mrs. Van
Valkenburg provided for 250 additional meals
for the homeless children who are fed at Mar-
tha’s Table. Mr. Speaker, I commend James,
Mrs. Van Valkenburg and the students who
participated in this program to help homeless
children in their community.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to recognize
the many organizations and individuals in my
own Congressional district who assist the
homeless and the hungry. These services
range from mental and physical health pro-
grams, help desks, meals and shelter, job
training programs, health care, transitional
housing and residential rehabilitation. These
organizations are fighting the battle against
homelessness and hunger everyday. Some of
the organizations I would like to recognize for
their work include the Daly City Community
Services Center, the North Peninsula Dining
Center in Daly City, the Grace Covenant
Church in South San Francisco, the South
San Francisco Food Pantry in South San
Francisco, the North Peninsula Neighborhood
Services Center in South San Francisco, the
St. Vincent de Paul Society Cafe, the St. Vin-
cent Homeless Help Desk in South San Fran-
cisco, the San Mateo Pacifica Resource Cen-
ter, CALL -Primrose Center in Burlingame, the
Samaritan Family Kitchen in San Mateo, and
many, many others.

All of these groups help to provide nec-
essary services for the homeless of San Fran-
cisco and San Mateo Counties and I would
like to pay tribute to the individuals who work
and volunteer their time to help the homeless
and the hungry in our community.

Mr. Speaker, James Fisher’s experience
and the efforts of many other organizations,
including those on the Peninsula and in the
City of San Francisco, should serve as an ex-
ample to all of us on how each one of us can
help our communities work to alleviate hunger
and homelessness.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
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